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NURSING IN MISSION STATIONS 
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(This department has a two- fold purpose, — to keep nurses in this country 
in touch with the work of missionary nurses, and to put missionary nurses in 
touch with each other, for an interchange of ideas, questions, and suggestions. 
AH nurses engaged in mission work, of every creed and country, are invited to 
contribute to its columns.) 

AN ASSOCIATION OP TRAINED NURSES IN CHINA 

Matjd Truxtun Henderson, graduate of the Boston City Hospital, 
writing from Wusih, Kiangsu, under date of December 6, says: 

" I am writing to tell you of the step taken by the trained nurses in 
China in the formation of an association. 

" The summer season always brings a number of us together at 
Kuling, from all parts of China, and the period there is always one of 
recreation and refreshing for tired bodies, and of renewed inspiration 
and strength for work through conferences, formal and informal, con- 
sultations and discussions. 

" The plans for an association have long been in the air, and now it 
has been formally organized. We call ourselves the Nurses' Association 
of China, hoping to be, before too long, the Nurses' Association in 
China. We have come together for the mutual help and inspiration and 
knowledge that can come to us through an association; and with the 
deep and earnest purpose of strengthening ourselves for a great work, 
a large opportunity which is before us presenting many complex and 
difficult problems. Before us who are here now, and before the many 
recruits from the homelands to whom we are waiting to extend our 
welcome, eager that we may share together the great privilege, the great 
responsibility, noble work has been done by the pioneers who have opened 
the way, opening hospitals, starting training schools, translating books, 
and working against odds which we in the new China of to-day will 
scarcely know. But after all there has been so far only a beginning, and 
there will be problems for many days to come. There are only a few 
training schools that require a standard and deserve the name. 

"It is only recently that the women of China have been ready to 
step into this new place of service and discipline, obedience, and trust. 
Even now only a very few are coming forward, but the leaven of a new 
public opinion that follows close upon the teaching of our Master is 
beginning to work. 
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" By the next post I will try to send a copy of the constitution that 
we adopted. You will see that the question of standard has been espe- 
cially before us. We want from the beginning to make it stand for 
something to be a member of the association; for one reason, in order 
that a better class of women will be attracted to the profession, and that 
those who begin their training shall have a definite standard to press 
forward to ; another stimulus to help them face the dreaded question of 
examinations; and to help them at their post when a wavering will 
would suggest to them to give up, or that a half training would do. 

" We have our plans, too, for a nursing literature. We are all busy 
women and it must be a step at a time. The editors of the China Med- 
ical Journal, the organ of the Medical Missionary Association of China 
and Korea, has offered us space for a nurses' department. We are also 
planning for a nurses' department in some of the Chinese papers. Our 
constitution will be printed simultaneously in Chinese and in English, 
and in English and Chinese papers. We hope that we may arrange 
exchanges with the home papers. 

" With the constitution will come the list of the first officers and their 
places of graduation. You will see that Mrs. Hart of Anking is our 
first president. 

" We are most anxious to get into close touch with the associations at 
home and be mutually helped." 

ITEMS 

The Alaskan Churchman, published quarterly at St. Matthew's 
Mission, Fairbanks, is an attractively printed paper, interesting all 
the way through, making the life of the Alaskan missionaries real to the 
reader, and convincing one of the need of just such work as is being 
done there. Quotations from it will be given in this department later. 

The latest bulletin issued by the Student Volunteer Movement gives 
the following list of places where missionary nurses are needed : China, 
India, Arabia, Africa, Philippines, Porto Rico, Bolivia. 

A reader of this department, referring to an item in the January 
Journal, tells us that Margaret C. Graves, who has gone to Fairbanks, 
Alaska, is a graduate of the Moses Taylor Hospital, of Scranton, Pa. 



